Opening
Total 10 minutes

Introductions

*Facilitator introduces him/herself

*Ask people around tables to introduce themselves—name and country of origin.  If it is a small group, ask them to introduce themselves to the whole group.  

Activity

1. Hand out Introduction Activity.  

2. Ask participants to finish as many of these sentences as possible in three minutes.  

3. At the end of about three minutes, ask them to share their answers with the people sitting at their table or near them.  Give them about two minutes to share answers.

4. Ask if there were any of the sentence starters not used at their table.

5. Try to get suggestions from other tables where someone completed the sentence.

Logistics

*Tell them at what time the session will end.

*Tell them where the bathrooms are located.

*Tell them that if they get sleepy, they can get something from the snack table or stand up to participate.  (These sessions are scheduled after lunch—that’s a sleepy time for a lot of people.)

*Ask them to pick up their children when the session is over.  (The childcare provider will also want to go home.)

Middle
Review of Eligibility Requirements

30 minutes
Objective:  Participants will be able to explain all of the eligibility requirements.

Divide participants into 7 groups.

Assign one eligibility requirement to each group.  

1.  time as a permanent resident

2.  continuous resident

3.  physical presence in the U.S.

4.  time in district or state

5.  good moral character

6.  English and civics knowledge

7.  attachment to the Constitution

(If there are not enough participants to divide into 7 groups, give some groups two topics—especially the last two topics which are somewhat easier.)
Instruct groups to discuss their topic and develop an example that they can present to the entire group.  Five minutes may be sufficient.

Ask for one person from each group to present the topic to the other groups including the example.  Five minutes should be more than sufficient for each presentation.

Ask if there are any questions at the end of each presentation.

When all groups/topics have presented, ask if there are any final questions on the eligibility requirements.

N-400 Application

30 minutes
Objectives:


Participants who have completed their applications can share their experience with others.


Participants who have not completed their applications can ask questions regarding the application.

Ask participants to raise their hand if they have completed their N-400.

Those who have completed their applicsation will be asked to help with this part of the discussion.

Work through the sections one at a time, asking those who have completed the N-400 to share lessons learned about the section.  Give time for questions by those who have not completed the N-400.

Part 1.  Your name

Part 2.  Your eligibilty (relates to previous activity)

Part 3.  Information about you

Part 4.  Addresses and telephone numbers

Part 5.  Criminal records search

Part 6.  Residence and employment 

Part 7.  Time outside the United States

Part 8.  Marital history

Part 9.  Your children

Part 10.  Additional questions

After reviewing all sections of the N-400, ask about overall insights/lessons learned/questions.

Also ask about documents that they were/are required to send with the N-400.

Review of History/Civics, Chapters 3 – 5
Total 10 minutes

Objective:  Participants will be able to correctly answer most of the 100 questions that come out of these chapters.

Needed:  flip chart paper or freezer paper

Activity 1—10 minutes
Give each table a piece of flip chart paper or freezer paper.  Beforehand, write the following timeline one the paper.




1500

1600


1700




1800
Ask participants to write important events into this timeline.  If they seem puzzled, demonstrate with the adoption of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776.  Ask them to do this from memory.  After a few minutes, invite them to use their handbooks to add in a few more important events.

Review responses from all the tables.

Activity 2—10 minutes
Documents

Set out 4 pieces of flip chart paper or pieces of freezer paper.  Write the title of one of the four nation-founding documents at the top of each sheet.  

Declaration of Independence

Articles of Confederation

Constitution

Bill of Rights

Invite participants to come to the tables where the paper is laid and write an imporant point about at least two of these documents.

Review responses when complete.  Add any important points that were not listed.

Activity 3—10 minutes
Using freezer paper or flip chart paper, ask the people seated at each table to diagram the branches of the U.S. government.  They should work together to create one diagram.  Next to each branch name, they should write 4 to 10 important things about that branch.  They can use their handbooks as a resource—Chapter 5 and the 100 Questions.

Review the responses from the groups.  Add missing points.

End/Closing
Questions & Answers

5 minutes

Ask what final questions participants may have.  You’ll probably only have time for a couple of questions.

Evaluation

5 minutes

Pass evaluation form out to participants.  Ask them to complete the form and return it to you.

